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The Honorable Janet Napolitano
Secretaty

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Madam Secretary:

Yesterday, the Associated Press (AP) first reported the arrest of Luis Abrahan Sanchez
Zavaleta by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents in New Jersey on
December 6 of this year. According to the AP, Sanchez had been residing for sometime in the
U.S. illegally after his visitor visa from Peru expired. In early October of this year, Hudson
County, NI authorities notified ICE that they believed Sanchez was in the country illegally and
could be eligible to be deported. After being notified, ICE officials in New Jersey alerted
superiors at the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) because “they considered it a
potentially high profile arrest.” This appears to be because Sanchez was once employed by
Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey as an unpaid intern.

According to a U.S. official cited in the AP story, upon being notified by ICE officials in
New Jersey about the possibility of arresting Sanchez, “DHS instructed them not to arrest
Sanchez until after the November election.” The AP goes on to report that ICE officials then
“complained that the delay was inappropriate, but DHS directed them several times not to act.”

Another disturbing issue brought to light by the AP was the revelation that Sanchez was
not only residing in the United States illegally but also was a registered sex offender. According
to the Hudson County, NJ prosecutor’s office, Sanchez was found to have violated the law in
2010 which subsequently led to him registering as a sex offender.

So that I may better understand the facts and circumstances surrounding the arrest of Luis
Abrahan Sanchez Zavalet and the number of registered sex offenders currently residing illegally
in the United States, I respectfully request that the Department prepare a written response to the
following as soon as possible but no later than 5:00 p.m. on January 3" 2013, and make the
appropriate officials from the Department available for a briefing to me and my staff by the same
date:

1. Did anyone employed at your Department order ICE agents or other officials not to
apprehend Luis Abrahan Sanchez Zavaleta? If officials at DHS did delay the arrest of
Sanchez, how many times was ICE ordered by DHS to refrain from apprehending
Sanchez? Who at DHS made the decision that ICE should hold off on apprehending
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Sanchez and why? Who at DHS ordered ICE not to apprehend him?

2. In deciding when to allow ICE to apprehend Sanchez, did anyone employed at your
Department give consideration to the federal, state and local elections held on November
6, 2012 when determining when ICE should arrest Sanchez?

3. How many individuals registered as sex offenders are currently residing in the United
States illegally?

4. Since 2003, how many illegal immigrants registered as sex offenders were apprehended
by the Department and its principal investigative and immigration enforcement agency,
ICE? How many of these individuals were deported out of the U.S.?

If you have any questions about these requests, please contact Ryan Little of my staff at
(202) 225-7751. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
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