
 
 

 

 

March 26, 2014 

 

 

The Honorable Bob Goodlatte 

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States House of Representatives 

2138 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States House of Representatives 

B-351 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Chuck Grassley 

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Chairmen Goodlatte and Leahy, and Ranking Members Conyers and Grassley, 

 

On December 23, 2011, Eric Holder’s Department of Justice unilaterally reversed a long-held position 

that federal law prohibits Internet gambling. He effectively changed a law which had been on the books 

for 50 years, and did so without seeking Congressional input, consulting with law enforcement, or 

allowing for public comment. Since then, three states have legalized some form of Internet gambling and 

many others are actively considering following suit. 

  
Today, Senator Lindsey Graham and Representative Jason Chaffetz took the first steps toward stopping 

the scourge of Internet gambling by restoring the longstanding interpretation of the Wire Act with the 

introduction of the Restoration of America’s Wire Act. 
  

Sen. Graham and Rep. Chaffetz’s legislation will restore the law undermined by the Justice Department 

and, by so doing, will prevent every smartphone, tablet, and laptop across the country from being turned 

into a portable, virtual casino available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Protecting the young, the 

poor, and the elderly from being targeted by Internet casinos and gambling apps is reason enough to pass 

this legislation immediately.  But there are other serious concerns that have been raised as well. 
  

The FBI has warned in letters to Congress that online casinos are vulnerable to a “wide array of criminal 

schemes,” including identify theft and money laundering by “transnational organized crime.”  Moreover, 

the FBI warns that age and location verification technology “can be spoofed.” 

Sen. Graham and Rep. Chaffetz, along with their co-sponsors, Sens. Mike Lee, Kelly Ayotte, Dianne 

Feinstein, and Reps. Tulsi Gabbard, Jim Matheson, Lamar Smith, Emanuel Cleaver, Jim Jordan, Trent 

Franks, George Holding, Frank Wolf, and James Lankford, should be applauded for their actions to 

protect families across the country.  We hope that you and your colleagues in both the House and Senate 

will see the common-sense wisdom of this legislation and act upon it quickly. 
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Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Tim Wildmon, President 

American Family Association 

 

 

 

Micah Clark, Executive Director 

American Family Association of Indiana 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Marion Boteju, Executive Director 

American Principles Project 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Andy Blom, President 

Center for Civic Virtue 

 

 
Gary L. Bauer, President 

American Values  

 
 
 
 

 

 
Anthony Verdugo, Founder and Executive 

Director 

Christian Family Coalition 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Bill Owens, Founder and President 

Coalition of African American Pastors 

 
Penny Nance, President and CEO 

Concerned Women For America Legislative Action 

Committee 

 
 
 

 

 
Carrie Gordon Earll, Senior Director of  

Public Policy 

Focus on the Family 

 

 

 
 

  
Sandy Rios, Vice President 

Family-Pac Federal  
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Oran Smith, President 

Palmetto Family Alliance 
 

 
 
 

 
Michael Geer, President 

Pennsylvania Family Council 

 

 

 
 

Sam Rohrer, President 

Pennsylvania Pastors Network 

 

 
Allen Gutierrez, National Executive Director 

Hector Barreto, Chairman 

The Latino Coalition 

 

 

 
 

George Landrith, President 

Frontiers of Freedom 

 
Colin Hanna, President 

Let Freedom Ring 

 
 
 

 
Mat Staver, Chairman 

Liberty Counsel 

 

 

 
Gene Mills, President 

Louisiana Family Forum Action 

 
 

 
 

Andrew Beckwith, President 

Massachusetts Family Institute 

 
 
 

 
Tom Prichard, President 

Minnesota Family Council and Institute 

 
Joe Ortwerth, Executive Director 

Missouri Family Policy Council 

 

 

 
Ken Blackwell, Chairman Emeritus 

Ohio Faith and Freedom Coalition 
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C. Preston Noel III, President 

Tradition, Family, Property 

 

 
Regina Brown, Founder 

Transforming Florida 
 

 

David Nygaard, President 

Common Sense Virginia 

 

 

Colleen Holmes, Former Executive Director 

Eagle Forum 

 

 

 

Paul Caprio, President 

Patriotic Veterans 

 

 

 

Miles Terry, Chairman 

South Carolina Faith and Freedom Coalition 

 

 

 

 

Deal Hudson, Chairman 

Pennsylvania Catholics Network 

 

 

 

Patrick Demmer, Superintendent 

Graham Memorial Community Church 

 

 
 

Pastor Paul Burleson 

Friendship Baptist Church of Christ Jesus 

 

 

Pastor Dwayne Taylor 

Lighthouse Missionary Baptist  

 

Pastor Kraits Burleson 

Loving Saints Christian Fellowship 

 

Dr. Anne Rice-James 

Rose of Sharon Tabernacle 

 

Pastor Miriam Rosa 

The City of Refuge Restoration Church 

 

 

Rev. Gholston 

The Greater Denver Ministerial Alliance 

 
Pastor Kimble 

Universal Baptist Church 

 

 
 


