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The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert, Speaker The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol H-204, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Bill Frist, Mgjority Leader The Honorable Harry Reid, Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate

S-230, The Capitol S-321, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

We, the undersigned Attorneys General, wish to express our strong support for the
efforts of the 109th Congress to pass legidation seeking to combat illegal Internet
gambling in the United States. While we do not support federa preemption of our state
laws related to the control of gambling, Internet gambling transcends state and
jurisdictional boundaries and requires that all segments of the law enforcement
community (state, federal and local) work together to combat its spread.

NAAG has historically supported federal efforts to clarify federa prohibitions on
Internet gambling. As we stated in a similar letter in 1999, gambling laws and regulations
have more state-to-state variety than amost any other area of law. For example,
gambling policies range from the absolute prohibition of any gambling, as found in the
States of Utah and Hawaii, to full casino gaming as allowed in Nevada and Atlantic City,
New Jersey. The myriad of regulatory schemes related to gambling is constructed within
the framework of each jurisdiction’s moral, law enforcement, consumer protection and
revenue concerns. Most jurisdictions believe that they have established the most
appropriate combination of law and policy to address their own population’s needs and
desires.

Internet gambling is athreat to this carefully crafted system. Moreover, the
potential problems associated with the availability of gambling activities on the Internet
are exacerbated because the inability of technology to reliably guard against many of the
same hazards that led to the policy considerations used by jurisdictions to construct their



gambling regulations. These policy considerations include moral attitudes towards

gaming, issues of game integrity, effective consumer dispute resolution procedures,
access to gambling by minors, cash controls to hinder money laundering and other

criminal activity, as well as efforts to recognize and treat problem gamblers.

We encourage the United States Congress to help combat the skirting of state
gambling regulations by enacting legislation which would address Internet gambling,
while at the same time ensuring that the authority to set overall gambling regulations and
policy remains where it has traditionally been most effective: at the state level.

Sincerdly,
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John Suthers

Attorney General of Colorado

Troy King
Attorney General of Alabama
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Terry Goddard
Attorney Genera of Arizona

Bill Lockyer
Attorney Genera of California
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Carl Danberg
Attorney General of Delaware
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David Marquez
Attorney General of Alaska
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Mike Beebe
Attorney General of Arkansas
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Richard Blumenthal
Attorney General of Connecticut
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Charlie Crist
Attorney General of Florida
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Thurbet E. Baker
Attorney Genera of Georgia
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Mark J. Bennett
Attorney General of Hawaii

LisaMadigan
Attorney Genera of Illinois
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Tom Miller
Attorney Genera of lowa
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Charles C. Foti, Jr.
Attorney General of Louisiana

J. Joseph Curran, Jr.
Attorney General of Maryland
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Mike Cox
Attorney Genera of Michigan
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Jm Hood
Attorney General of Mississippi
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Dougles Moylan
Attorney General of Guam

Lawrence Wasden
Attorney General of Idaho

Steve Carter
Attorney General of Indiana
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Phill Kline
Attorney General of Kansas
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G. Steven Rowe
Attorney General of Maine
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Tom Reilly
Attorney General of Massachusetts
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Mike Hatch
Attorney General of Minnesota
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Jeremiah W. Nixon
Attorney General of Missouri



Mike McGrath Jon Bruning

Attorney General of Montana Attorney General of Nebraska

Kely Ayotte Zulima V. Farber

Attorney General of New Hampshire Attorney General of New Jersey
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Patricia A. Madrid Eliot Spitzer

Attorney General of New Mexico Attorney Genera of New York
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Roy Cooper Wayne Stenehjem

Attorney General of North Carolina Attorney General of North Dakota

Jim Petro W. A. Drew Edmondson

Attorney General of Ohio Attorney General of Oklahoma
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Hardy Myers Tom Corbett

Attorney General of Oregon Attorney General of Pennsylvania
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Patrick Lynch Henry McMaster

Attorney General of Rhode Island Attorney General of South Carolina
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Lawrence Long Paul G. Summers

Attorney Genera of South Dakota Attorney General of Tennessee
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Greg Abbott Mark Shurtleff

Attorney Genera of Texas Attorney General of Utz

William H. Sorrell Robert McDonnell

Attorney Genera of Vermont Attorney Genera of Virginia
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Rob McKenna Darrell McGraw, Jr.

Attorney General of Washington Attorney Genera of West Virginia
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Peg Lautenschlager Pat Crank

Attorney General of Wisconsin Attorney General of Wyoming



